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Mr. Wells essays to give us in this Interesting
volume a I gi-al forecaat of future developmenta
of our eivilization. based iipoa past achieve-
ments and present conditions and tender.eies.
The form? of narratlve and romance which he
haa hltherto employed are discarded f.r that of

simple aad direct p_dlooophl__ng This mode of
treatrr.ei!' >,rir._-s hla work more directly within
the aphcrr of crtttcal consid.-ration. It also makes
more ap] ;iren: the limltations of his philosophy
and its failure to grssp all ihe essentia! features
of the case. This is indeed hlnted at in the title
of the i.ook. which ls not so much a name or a

1.llljlllim as an irnplled proposition. Mr.

may speak of "the reaction of mechanlcal
and B-*entiflc progress upon human life and

thought," hut he has yet to demonstrate the
artua'.ity or the c-rtamty of such reaction. Be-

yond doubt, lf such reaction occurs, lt may be
ab.r.g the lines of his Anticipations. So far as

some o? the changes are concerned, to wit,
those which pertain to what we may term the
mechanical slde of human life. it may well be
that hls B_-_tcipatt-1_a will be realized with
tolerable. aTurar-v. Thus lt ls altogether prob¬
able that there will in the near future be a con¬

siderable Increase and improvement of auto-

mohile looomotton, which, together with other
means of transit. will materiaily modify the
distributlon of population. Cities may become
diffused into huge "urban districts" of a hun¬
dred miles or more in extent. The same circum-
Ptanres, conjolnel with further development of
the telephone, amy also produce a change ln
BBStfcoda of condtii ting business. Beyond that.
Mr. Wells has a vision.most alluring, we must
confess. and by OO means beyond the range of
eredibte practlcallty.of the adoption of me-

...1 devlcea for the performance of domestic
duties. .-md thus the BOluttOfL, in large part, of
the haiaaalin "aetvaat girl prohlem." His

special roads for automobiles, his moving side¬

walks. his awr.ing covered streets. hls auto-

matic wlndow waaher and his flying ships in
war L___e.ttterally the "airy navies grappling
ln the central blue." espied ln fancy by the
atrat'ilarious young man of Locksley Hall.may
all come to pass within the lifetime of men now

living. If so, they will be no more wonderful.
and induce no greater change in human economy,
than other things which we have seen accom-

plished ln our own time.
We may grant. too, the po=s.hi!i'y of other of

Mr. Wells's anticipations. some gladly, some

s-ith reiiKt.ince. Htfl visinn of the world's com¬

lng to an all but universal war. in which whole
natioiis will he engaged without distinction
beiv.een cmbatants and non-oorobatants, is

unspeakal'ly forbidding, and we eannot concede
that it would he a legitimate development of the

spirit an.l tendencJea of thrsv times. Doubtless
war nn land and sea is becomlng more and more

a matt>-r of adence ard me. hanics, organized
and condncted by eyperts. Hut that very fa*t

ehoulci surely operate against any such univer¬
sal orejy ot destruction as that which Mr. Wells
foresees We believe the tendencies of the age

are distinctly toward peace, and we believe the

lncreasing r o_ warfare op-

erates powerfui'.y in the same direction. From
the purely Baechanical or physical point of view

lt ls to be betteved that wars and dangers of
wars are diminlshing, and will continue to

dlminish, though they may never quite dis-

appear As to lingual developments, it is more

easy to agr.e with Mr. Wells. though we must

take exceptlon to his studied sneer at the Eng¬
lish language, or at the use of it. Faulty it may

be, and much dreary rubbish is put forth in it.

Yet those, or many of them. "who think and
write anl transtate and print and put forth"
do even now "m;ike it worth the world's hav¬

ing." It :.- possil te, and Indeed not improbable.
as Mr. Wells thinks, that English, French and
German will be the great, growing, aggregating
languages of the future, which wil! more and
more prevai! throughout the world, and which
will more and more reduce others to subsidiary
use or to local rank. Spanish. it ls true, haa
an enormous hold upon the world, and Italian
ls still a growing tongue. v. hile Chinese and
Russian and other semi-oivilized vehicles of
speech are likely to exlst for ag.'-s. But the

present and aeemlngly Inexorable tendency is

toward the prevadence of th- three preat tongues
of Western Europe. which even now far out-

rank in Importance all othera in the world.
All thew BUggested changes or developmenta

have chlefly to do with the mechanical functiona
of human life. and they an- pn-sented by Mr.

Wells with mu.h Ingenuity and plausibility.
He ia a past master in the art of coneeiving
mechani'al progn bbl But the litnits of that art

mark his own Umitationa. When he seeks to

go beyand them he may retain aobjective con-

fiden¦..¦ no longer Imprraara the reader
with oont ii -tion. Mechanlcal progress is not
an anti. ipation; it is a reality. Hut "progressive
mechax.i' al < i\ ilization" is another and a very

different thir.g. CtvOlzation is not machinery.
It is not. the creature. but the creator; not the
elave, hut tbe master of machinery. Its dom-
lnant factors are not only altogether superior to>

machinery and t<. all tt-chnical science, hut
are. as we may well believe, Incapable of being
BBOdtflrn by theae. That which we may com-

prebenBively call human nature is not ma-

chine-made, nor macblne-altered. So far as the
UtiiiiiM range of historical research indicates,
it is a BUbstantially unchsnging and unchange-
able thlng. it la to-day In every essentia] par¬
ticular juat about whal it was "in the days of
old Rameaee." And we cautinot help thtnking
that tne radical fault ln Mr. Wells'a "Antici¬
pations" is iu ao cavallerly sul.ordinating this
immutal.lc factor to the influenee of its own

ires.
Ti..- auppoaition that aoclety will he and will

reii.a.ii ..;\ i.ied Into two great ciasaes, the one
;o oll aorta of enter-

the other of expert engineera, is
llttl.- n tre than [antastlc It presupposea a

Btability of industrial anJ conunerclal affairs
such as tbe world la qever likely to _.->-. To tiie

* time. we may well 1
arlll be "booms" an.l "panlca.** Men will

grow rich. and naen will become poor. And
these Inrra.iil fluctuations w i i be promottng

kholders, and aending now
an.l iht-n even the ricbest Btockholdera back
|0 the workshop Tbere trUl alsu, desplte all
mechani.al ptogiesa, continue to be an enor-

of laborers, of one kind or another,
who are a* Ither capltalista nor expert englneers.
Mechanlcal development offers no promise of
ever getting on artthout such p daaa. An.l sta-

dlsoredit the theory, to whlcb
Mr. We:;.- aeema to Incllne, that through decay
of vitaliiy this class arlll disappear. We ean¬
not a.:.- aritb the author'a polltlcal outlook.
II is '.'¦¦ to talk of s New Republic, and to

worftd-state >.f capable. rationai
Hut we can aee no pcoantae of it any
than was that of PlatO'a time. Machlnes

the kind tneant l.y Mr. Wells.do not make
I i or government. They ar.- not likely to
¦fleet it. Tln- farmer who operates a steam
h-urx't-ster la in politics very much the same as
was he who iwanf a cradle or a siythe. The
mulutudes wh<> work In our vast factoriea take
Just al.out the same views of < ivil pollty as
did their ancestors who formed mohs to resist
_the introdintion r,f the factory .system. Mr.
Wells apeaka «.f democracy aa having arisen in
the latter j.art o_ the i-ighteenth century, along
with the development of n-echanlam and iti-
dnstrial organixation. To our mind. it was
pretty well advanced twenty-odd centuries be¬
fore, in Greeoe and ln Perata. The three chief-
taint- who dlscusss- the future governmenl ol

after the overtbrow of the Magi left
very li'tle to be said. save [,y prgy <tf repetition.
concerning the ulative tnerits of democracy,
aristocracy snd monarchy.
The trouhle with Mr. Weils's ingenious book

is that it assum,-:-: al! things can l.e done ),y
machinery. They .-anrmt. Th.- di-us ex machina
ls an Imperishahle and a most potent fact. In
the present case that fa/t is simply human
nature. whlch for thousands of yeara has as-
serted ItBeJf in poUtlcS, ln the social order, ln
domestic life, and in morals. incessantly and
::-.. .tably. If lt has known no change ln forty
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centuries, why should we expect lt to ehange
ln the centuries to come?

LOCISE DE SAVOIE.

THE MOST PITEOT.T5 VICTIM OF THE

TERROR.

MME. DE LAMRALLE. Bv Georfree Bertln.
Translat.rl into Enpll.h bv Ara bella Ward.
12n_o, pp. C37. Godfrey A. 5*. W.-iners.
Amnrg all the victims of the Terror there

was r.on. whose fate was more terrible than
tliat i.f Marle Tht-rt-se I.ouise of Pavoie-Carig-
nan, Prinoesse de Lamballe. High mir.ded, pure
of heart, a most loyal and pentle lady, there is
little to be reckor.ed aeainst her in . omparlson
with r.t'.ier women of the aneien r<*_ilme.
Phe was a dainty and graceful ii'tle cre.iture

in her eighteenth year, a gnod, aweet and lov-
able maiden, when she ranif from Turin to

France i:i 1707 to marry the handsome Prince
de Lamballe, the son of the kind old Due de
Penthievre. The boy of nipeteen straight way
fell in love with the girl.and remained in loye
perhaps ihree weeks, as befltted one with the

mingled blood of the magnificent King Louis
and the Montespan in his v-ins. His faithlessneaa
to his devoted young wife ended only with his
early death from dlsslpation. With the old duke.
his father. his widow spent the larger part of
her life thereafter. being in all respects a lov-
ing and cherished daughter. Neither the old
man nor the fair woman cared for gayety;
their tastes were simple. and the occupations of
country life fully satisfied them. It would have
been well for the princess had she dlscour-
aged the growing affertion of Marie Antoinette
and refused, for the sake of h**r quiet life, the
appolntment as superintendent of the royal
household.an office which had for some years
heen ln abeyanee. The large salary attached to
it and the favors which she asked from the

king and queen for those dear to her were the
head and front of her offending in the eyes of
the publlc.yet these ought to have passed lnto
nothinKiT-ss before the shamelesa p;r>-<-d of
Mme. de Polignac, who presently became her
successful rival in the friendship of the queen.
In those last years the princess suffered from

a nervous ailment and spent much time at
various watering piaces. This, as well as

Mme. de Polignac's influence, tended to make
her relations wlth the queen less close. But
when the darkest days came it was her rival
who fl.-d to safety auay from the falling house,
and it was the Pledmontese prlncesa who hurried
back to the "jaws of the tlger" in Paris to

help and eomfort her frlend. Wh.-n on the
famous liOth of June the mob balted Marie
Antoinette in the council hall of the Tuileries
with every klnd of ingenious insult, the pale
invalid princess leaned Bteadfastly behind the
queen's chair. BUpportlng her through all those
dr.-adfu! hours. When the royal family was

taken to the Temple th.- princess looked her
last upon her friend. H.-r own iniprisonment in
La Force was a short one, as all know. At
the end of the mock trial in the small room

crowded with filthy. drunken creatures, with
the moans of the dying sounding from the court-

yard, the princess was ordered to swear hatred
toward the queen, the king and tht- royal family.
Her resolute refusal ended the scene, and the
president's order to take her to the Abbaye was

her death sentence:

At that moment some men with haggard eyes
and hare arms red with Mood --iishcd toward
th.- poor '-reature and dragged th'- princesse
away. Bcarcely had she crossed tlie threshold
when she received, they say, on the back <>f her
h.-ad a blow from a sabre. She was covered
with blood. her hair was loosened; hands con¬
tinued to push her; abe ataggered over corpses
with which she was forced to come into con-

tact; sh>- could acarcely stand. At last she fell
back exhausted. Bhe was Immediately raised;
two men seized her by the arms and compelled
ber to move on.

Enough: those who care to read of the murder
of an innoo-nt and tender woman, perpetrated
with such bestial horrors as would not enter
into the itnaginations of savages, must turn
to M. Bertin s book. He quot.-s several ac¬

counts of the tragedy, and all are heartrending.
He quotes also the curious document p.-nned by
a municlpal offlcer ln the service of the Temple
.the functlonary who persuaded the murderers
to give up their inteniion of showing to the
imprisoned queen the prlncess'a desecrated head,
pallid under its blood aoaked frame of glorious
golden hair.and the aaked mangled trunk dragg.-d
throuKh the mud of the atreet. "1 made heroes
of them." he says. "I told them that the spolls
they brought were the property of ah. . .

Should you deprive the city of the pleasure of
sharing your triumph? Night will soon be here;
hast. ti therefore to leave thls place, which is
too narrow for your glory. At the Palais Roya]
ln the Garden of the Tuileries, where so many
times has been trampled under foot the sover-

eiRnty of the peopie, you should place this
trophy, an everlasting monument of the victory
you have won." Thin "ahsurd harangue," as its
author calls it, at least answered its purpose.
and Man- Antoinette was saved from one un-
forgetable misery.
Why was the princess sacrifieed so soon and

with such f.rocity? The accusation that she
v as plottlng to release the king and queen was
a makeshift of which proof was not even at-
tempted. if her aervlces to the royal household
and the favors bestowed upon her hy the queen
had cost th- nation much money, there srere
others at court who had received as mu<h ,,r
more and who had not her helpful and benevo-
lent nature and hablts. The theory that Robe-
spierre had persuaded her to advocate to the
king his appolntment as tutor to the Dauphin,and at the failure of his scheme had organizedthe murder to destroy all evldences of his am-
bltion. ls not reaaonable. Equally unproved la
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another theory, that the triumvirate who con-
demned her did so because she had not been
able to lnduce the queen some months hefore to
eonsent to their nomlnation to the mlnlstrles of
Justice, of the lnterior, and of Finance. Stu¬
dents of the period who have some acquaintance
with the character of that unclean dastard
Phillppe Bgallte, Due d'Orleans, have thought it
not impossihle that he ha.l some concern ln the
prlncess's murder. He was her brother-ln-law
and next heir to her share of the r>uc de Pen-
thievre's enormous wealth. When. moreover,
his wife was forced by his peculiarly atrocious
infldelities and open insult to leave him and
seek refuge with her father. the Bur d'Orleans
accused the Lamballe of having urged the sepa-
ration, and she was, we are told, from that time
the object of his hatred. Mme. de Tourzel.
a woman as good aa she was Wlse, franklv
notes without refutation the statement that thls
hatred "was one of the causes of the unfortu-
nate end of the unhappy princess." We shall
probably never know the truth; I.ut Egalite
was not the man to be specially wronged by
such a conjecture.
This book Is not as graphic as it might he in

its picture of court life under Louls XVI. the
translation is often stiff and too llteral. and we
note inaccuracies which may he due in some
cases to bad proofreading. With all its faults,however. It has the interest with which elgh¬teenth century France invests even the most
careless chronlcle-
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